
No

Which 

Telecommunications 

system does the buoy 

use?

Do you already have a WMO 

Number to use for the buoy?

Yes

Obtaining a unique GTS Identifier for a 
platform from the WMO (i.e. a WMO number)

Does your country already have a 

National Focal Point (NFP) ? (4) 

No Yes

Contact the NFP with details of :

a) The number of buoys

b) The types of buoys (SVPB,  

ATLAS, IMB etc)

c) the area in which you want to 

deploy the buoy/s  (5)

They will then provide you with 

the WMO number/s.

If you prefer, the DBCP Technical 

Coordinator can contact the NFP 

on your behalf.

If none exists, 

then contact 

the DBCP 

Technical 

Coordinator (1) 

or WMO (2)

I don’t knowINMARSAT, ORBCOMM etc

You will need 

access to a GTS 

node to insert 

data on the 

GTS. Do you 

know which one 

to use?

No Yes

See note (6) about 

Quality Control of 

Data

Please provide the 

DBCP Technical 

Coordinator (1) 

with details on the 

type of buoy 

being deployed

Argos

No Yes

Do you 

already 

know the 

Argos ID?

Do you already 

know the data 

format the buoy 

will send?

Contact the 

buoy 

manufacturer to 

request the 

Argos ID.

No Yes

Contact the Argos 

User Office (3) 

providing the 

Contact the Argos 

User Office (3) to 

finalise the Argos 

Message format 

(template) type to be 

used. 

No Yes

Do you already 

know the Argos 

Program?

Iridium

Do you know the 

Iridium ID 

(i.e. IMEI)?

Contact  your 

Iridium Provider 

or the buoy 

manufacturer

No Yes

Will you use the 

CLS Iridium 

Processing 

system for your 

buoy?

No Yes

Have you used 

Iridium for a buoy 

before?

No Yes

Review the documentation on 

http://dbcp.jcommops.org/iridium-pp

Contact iridium-buoys@cls.fr for 

more information on Iridium Data 

processing at CLS

Ask the Iridium Provider to send 

Send the Iridium IMEI 

number,  WMO identifier 

and the data format   to 

iridium-buoys@cls.fr

You will need access to 

a GTS node to insert 

data on the GTS. Do 

you know which one to 

use?

No Yes

See note (6) about 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/mmop/buoy-ids.html
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Contacts and further information
(1)DBCP Technical Coordinator : Hester Viola. viola@jcommops.org
(2)World Meteorological Organisation: Etienne Charpentier .echarpentier@wmo.int
(3)Argos User Office: useroffice@cls.fr
(4)National Focal Points for Buoy Programmes: http://www.jcomm.info/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewGroupRecord&groupID=147
(5)WMO Area map see http://dbcp.jcommops.org/graph_ref/wmoarea.gif
(6)Any organization planning to set up an Iridium processing and GTS dissemination system for buoys should refer to DBCP Technical Document 2 (in particular Section 7) to be sure of 

the real-time Quality Control  that should be performed by the data processing centre.
(7)The email address dbcpiridium@gmail.com is used by the Data Buoy Cooperation Panel as an archive of all messages for analysis of Iridium Buoy performance

When the buoy is deployed, please provide the 
DBCP Technical Coordinator (1) with the 

deployment date and location plus a contact 
name for  feedback on buoy data quality control.

Please contact 

the DBCP 

Technical 

Coordinator (1)

Please contact 

the DBCP 

Technical 

Coordinator (1)

being deployedproviding the 

Argos ID, WMO 

number and Argos 

Message format 

(template) type. 

Please  contact 

the DBCP 

Technical 

Coordinator (1)

The Argos User 

Office will contact 

you when the GTS 

distribution is ready

If another 

buoy exists 

with the same 

format, 

provide the 

Argos ID for 

that buoy.

Ask the Iridium Provider to send 

the data to both:  

sbdmail@iridium.cls.fr for data 

processing and

dbcpiridium@gmail.com (7). 

Request that the data is sent to

dbcpiridium@gmail.com (7)

The CLS User Office will 

contact you when the GTS 

distribution is ready

See note (6) about 

Quality Control of 

Data

Please contact 

the DBCP 

Technical 

Coordinator (1)


